
 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The mission of the Whitesboro Central School District,  as a community of students, educators, staff and families, is to inspire, 
cultivate, and empower all learners to maximize their potential. 

 

DEERFIELD ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL & HOME CONNECTION NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2019 

 

Welcome Back! 
 

We wish a warm welcome to all of our new and returning students. I 
hope you all enjoyed a summer filled with good times with your friends 
and families! The summer months at Deerfield Elementary were very 
busy preparing for the new school year. We are looking forward to a 

fantastic school year at Deerfield Elementary!!  

 

We have many exciting activities planned for the 2019-2020 school 
year! Please make sure you check out the district calendar, as well as 
Deerfield’s monthly calendars so that you don’t miss out on any of the 

fun!  

  
We wish you and your children happiness and a healthy, fun-filled 
year of learning! 

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Kelli McGowan, Principal 



 

 

 
 

  DAY CYCLE! 

 
Whitesboro Elementary Schools will again operate on a 6-Day Cycle 
this year. The first day of school will be Day 1, the second day: Day 2, 
etc… If school is closed for any reason (i.e. holiday, snow day, vaca-
tion), when school re-opens we will continue with the next consec-
utive day in the cycle. For example, if we have school on Monday 
and Monday is Day 1 and school is closed on Tuesday, Wednesday 
will be Day 2.  
 
This may seem a bit confusing at first, but we will provide you with 
monthly calendars and the cycle will be announced daily at school 
to the students. This system will provide greater consistency across 
all educational programs. The 6-Day cycle will maximize uninter-
rupted instructional time, and increase opportunities to implement 
interventions allowing each child the opportunity to reach his/her 
highest level of academic achievement.  
 
This cycle aligns us with our middle school and high school allowing 
us to efficiently share staff, provides common planning time for 
teachers to share best practices and plan instruction. 
 
The attached calendar indicates the cycle for September! 
 
 



 

 

SCHOOL PICTURES  

September 24th & 25th  

 

Detailed information to will be sent home with 

your child. 

 

Any questions???  Contact... 

 

Lisa Spina, School Pictures PTA Liaison 

315-732-5773 or lspina@wboro.org 

 

BUSSING 
 
Please have your child(ren) at their designated bus stop 15-20 
minutes prior to their scheduled bus pick up time during the first 
few weeks of school.  

 
We request parents/guardians to write TWO (2) BUS NOTES (sample attached
-additional copies available at the school), one for the child’s teacher and one 
for the bus driver. Please send in 2 notes each time the child is to take a bus 
different than his/her normal bus or taking his/her normal bus but getting 
off at another person’s home. You may use the attached sample (in dupli-
cate) making sure to include all information requested or write TWO (2) 
NOTES of your own  including the same requested information.  These notes 
are essential for the safe arrival of your child.  Thank you for your cooperation.   
 

DISMISSAL IS A VERY BUSY TIME OF DAY... 
PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO RIDE THE BUS! 

 
If you have questions in regard to bus transportation, please call…   

 
Ms. Ciotti, Deerfield Elementary Coordinating Teacher at 315-266-3410 

Mr. Kirk,  Transportation Department Director at 315-266-3390 
  



 

 

 
PICKING YOUR CHILD UP AT DISMISSAL 
 FIRST DISMISSAL IS AT 3:20PM 
 Send in a note (in duplicate) with your child the morning you plan on picking-up 

your child 
 If you are planning on picking up your child(ren) everyday for the entire year, 

please fill out the proper form at Back to School Night (you will not need to 
send in a daily note) 

 Sign out your child at the podium in the main lobby 
 Students and parents must exit through the front door 
 To maintain a safe environment we encourage you to exit the parking lot ahead 

of bus dismissal. This will help you avoid bus traffic, as well as maintain a safe 
situation for our students who are riding the bus. 

 
DISMISSAL IS A VERY BUSY TIME OF DAY... 
PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILD TO RIDE THE BUS! 

 
 
 
PICKING YOUR CHILD UP DURING THE DAY 
Should it be necessary to pick-up your child during the day either for an appoint-
ment or due to  illness, we will only release your child to the parent(s) or the in-
dividual(s) listed on the emergency contact form.  Please make sure that your 
Emergency Contact Form is up to date. 
  
For your child’s  safety we will ask for identification if we are unfamiliar with 
someone who arrives at school to pick-up your child.  If there are special con-
cerns, please contact Ms. McGowan. 
 
   
POLICY ON SCHOOL DISCIPLINE/STUDENTS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSI-
BILITIES 
In order to keep all students safe in school and on our buses, the District has 
developed a Whitesboro Central Elementary School's Parent/Student Handbook. 
This handbook will be sent home with all new students the first day of school.  
Please review this material with your child and return the signature sheet to 
school. 

 
 

FAMILY COURT ORDERS/CUSTODY ISSUES 
Family Court Orders and Child Contact Restrictions must be updated each year.  
Please provide the Principal a copy of the most current documentation by Octo-
ber 4.  If you have any questions,  please call Ms.  McGowan at 266-3410. 



 

 

HEALTH NEWS  
Miss Christine Miller, RN  Direct Phone Number:  315-266-3414 
FAX:  315-266-3416 
 
ABSENCES 
Please contact the School Nurse, Miss Miller, at 315-266-3414 on the first 
day of each absence.  Deerfield School will contact you only after your child 
is absent from school for three consecutive days.   
  
WRITTEN EXCUSES 
Signed by the parent/guardian is required for any absence on the day the 
child returns to school.  This must be dated, state the exact nature of the 
illness (not just “child was sick”), and list dates of absences. 
 
EXCUSED FROM PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND  RECESS: DOCTOR’S NOTE 
Must  provide the nurse with a Doctor’s Statement  excusing the child from Physical Education 
classes and/or recess, stating: reason the student is to be excused and specific dates.  Before 
a student can resume Physical Education classes and/or recess, a release from the doctor must 
be on file in the nurse’s office.   
 
MEDICATION 
NYS Education Law requires the following procedures when medication must be administered 
to a student during the school day: 
 Parent or legal guardian must submit a written request to the school nurse, together with a 

written request from the family physician, which indicates the frequency and dosage of the 
prescribed medication. 

  
 The medication must be brought to the school nurse by a responsible adult in the original 

container, labeled with the name of the drug and the prescribed dosage. **DO NOT SEND 
MEDICATIONS WITH THE STUDENT OR ON THE SCHOOL BUS. 

 
 The above procedures must be followed, medication will not be administered at school if 

the proper procedures are not followed.  Medical release forms for parents’ signatures are 
available from our school nurse. 

  
PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS 
The NYS Education Law requires that each child entering school receive a physical examination 
by the child’s own physician or by the school’s Nurse Practitioner.  Physical examinations are 
again required when the child is in Grades K, 2, and 4.  If your own physician does this examina-
tion, a signed report must be submitted to the school nurse at the beginning of the school year 
or a physical will be given by the school’s Nurse Practitioner. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

HEALTH NEWS (continued) 
 

The Whitesboro CSD School Health Services program supports your student’s academic suc-
cess by promoting health in the school setting.  One way that we provide care for your stu-
dent is by performing the health screenings as mandated by the State of New York. Parents/
Guardians will be notified of any findings with screening that would cause concern or need 
medical follow-up.   
During each school year, the following screenings will be required or completed at school: 

Distance acuity for all new students and students in Grades K, 1, 2, 3, 5, 7 and 10. 
Near vision acuity and color perception screening for all new students. 

Hearing screening for all new students and students in Grades K, 1, 3, 5, 7 and 10. 

Scoliosis (spinal curvature) screening for all students in Grades 5 – 9. 

A physical examination including Body Mass Index and Weight Status Category Infor-
mation is required for all newly entering students and students in Grades K, 2, 4, 7 
and 10.  

Periodically, our district is selected to submit BMI values (anonymously) to NY State.  If 
you wish to “Opt-Out” your child’s BMI value, you can find the necessary form at 
www.wboro.org. If you do not have access to the internet, you can obtain the form 
from your child’s school nurse.  

A dental certificate is requested for all new students and students in Grades K, 2, 4, 7 
and 10. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision 

Hearing 

Scoliosis  

Health Appraisals 

Dental Certificates 

http://www.wboro.org


 

 

 
BUILDING SAFETY 
We will continue to implement the following building safety procedures to ensure that your 
child is in a safe and secure learning environment.  Below is a list of some procedures, which 
are required. 
 
LUNCH WITH YOUR CHILD (starting October 1) 
DISTRICT PROCEDURES FOR HAVING LUNCH WITH YOUR CHILD(REN): 
 

 Limited to parents/guardians only  
 Limited to one lunch visit per semester per child 
 No fast foods, soda, or glass containers are to be brought in for lunch 
 You must sign in and obtain a pass before proceeding to the cafeteria 
 Parents are not permitted to accompany their child(ren) to recess or their class-

room 
*Please see the Whitesboro Elementary School Student/Parent Handbook for further details. 
 
SCHOOL LUNCH & BREAKFAST PROGRAM 
The School Lunch and Breakfast Program is one way in which we can help our children perform 
better in their classrooms!  Providing them with the nutrition necessary for the healthy 
growth of their minds and bodies can be challenging and rewarding at the same time.  We in-
vite all students to participate in the lunch & breakfast program.   
 
 Breakfast:  $  1.25 
 Lunch:       $  2.50 
 Milk only:   $    .50  (prices are subject to change) 
 
 
FREE AND REDUCED PRICED MEALS 
The Lunch and Breakfast program offers free meals for children who are eligible.  Applica-
tions were sent home with your child on the first day of school. Applications are also available 
at the school. Complete the application and return it to your school if you feel that you are 
eligible.   A new application must be filled out every year.  You may apply for benefits anytime 
during the school year.  If you are not eligible now, but during the school year become unem-
ployed, have a decrease or an increase in family size, you may request and complete an applica-
tion at that time.   
 
Any questions???   
Find info at: www.wboro.org/foodservice  
or call... 
Angela Aguiar, Food Service Director at 315-266-3315  
  



 

 

 
DEERFIELD SCHOOL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

Deerfield School Main Office:   315-266-3410 
Deerfield School Nurse's Office:  315-266-3414 
Deerfield School Social Worker’s Office: 315-266-3415 

  
 
HOMEWORK REQUESTS 
If your child is sick, please follow the procedure below for requesting home-
work - 
 Call the Express Messaging System in the morning by 10 AM 
 Leave your request on the classroom teacher’s voicemail by 10AM 
 Pick up homework at the end of the day in the main lobby or have it sent 

home with a sibling/friend 
 
SCHOOL HOURS/ ATTENDANCE/ DISMISSAL/TARDY 

 
GRADES K – 5: 9:20AM – 3:30PM 

 
In order to maximize instructional time, please schedule  
appointments outside the school day whenever possible.    

 
When it is not possible to schedule appointments outside school hours, please 
send a note in duplicate (sample attached-additional copies available from our 
Information Station and online on Deerfield’s website) to the classroom teacher 
with your child the morning of the scheduled appointment.  We need this for at-
tendance purposes and it helps the teacher plan instructional activities for the 
day.   

 
Please don’t forget a written excuse if your child is out sick.   

 
MORNING DROP-OFF PROCEDURES 
 Students who arrive prior to 9:20 DO NOT need to be signed in by parents 
 Drop off students between 9:15-9:20 (after buses have left) 
 Students being dropped off for the BREAKFAST PROGRAM may be dropped 

off at the DROP OFF SIGN 
 Exit the school grounds without entering the circle where buses are unload-

ing 
 REMEMBER—children should NOT be dropped off prior to 9:10  (or 9:00 

for Breakfast Program).  THERE IS NO SUPERVISION AVAILABLE 
PRIOR TO THIS TIME. 

 
 



 

 

SCHOOL SAFETY 
 
SCHOOL VISITORS/VOLUNTEERS 
1. ALL visitors must report to the Main Office. 
2. All visitors must have permission from the principal, coordinating teacher, or secretary to 

proceed to any other area of the school and will be required to sign in and wear a visitor ’s 
pass. 

3. Volunteers will also be expected to report to the office to sign in and wear a pass. 
4. Visitors and volunteers must sign out of the building and return their pass upon leaving each 

day. 
5. The Building Principal must approve all volunteers.  Every volunteer must complete a Volun-

teer Application and be approved by the Board of Education. Applications are available in 
the office. 

6. All doors will be locked except the front main entrance door.  All of the doors have crash 
bars and can be exited even if they are locked from the outside. 

7. All students leaving the building must be signed out in the main office.  Our school secre-
tary will call students down to the office. 

 
SAFE SCHOOL ACTION PLAN 
All Whitesboro Central School District schools have developed a “Safe Schools Action Plan”.  
This plan addresses specific emergency situations that are a threat to the safety, health and 
welfare of our students and staff. We have an established Building Emergency Response Team. 
 
 

 

For more information  

visit our website 

www.ymcatrivalley.org 

or call 

315-797-4787 

 
 
Registration          

for  

Before School 

Care 

YMCA of  the Greater 
Tri-Valley School Age 
Child care is coming 

to Whitesboro!! 

We build strong kids,  

strong families, and strong  

communities. 



 

 

 

WHITESBORO ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS 

GO GREEN!! 
 

Whitesboro Elementary Schools 
recycle milk cartons, paper, cardboard, and juice boxes!!  

 Again, this year we are increasing our efforts by reducing printing with 
Bi-monthly Elementary Newsletters!  

 

Watch for the our Elementary Newsletter: 
September, November, January, March and May! 

 

You will also be able to find our newsletter at : 
www.wboro.org 

 

DEERFIELD ELEMENTARY  PTA MEETINGS; 
2019-2020 

 
 

Wednesday September 18…5:00PM 

Wednesday, November 13…5:00PM 

Tuesday, January 14, 2020….5:00PM 

Wednesday, March 11, 2020…5:00PM 

Thursday, April 16, 2020…5:00PM 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020….5:00PM 

 



 

 

WCSD BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

The Whitesboro Central School District Board of  Education is responsible for the educational 
program of  the District.  Regular monthly meetings are held at 7:00pm at the Administration 
Building, 65 Oriskany Boulevard, Whitesboro, unless noted otherwise. Special meetings are an-
nounced in the local newspaper.  Whitesboro Central School Board of  Education members are: 
        

   Mr. Steven Farr       
   Mr. Michael Head, President 
   Dr. Jonathan Henderson 
   Mr. Donald H. Henderson  
   Mr. Brian McQueen, Vice President 
   Mr. Thomas Schoen, Jr. 
   Dr. Steven Szatko 
      

DEERFIELD SCHOOL HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBILITY 
Deerfield School is accessible for the handicapped.  The handicapped parking area is located at the 
East end of  the visitor's parking lot.  The handicapped entrance is the main entrance to the 
school.  Restroom facilities are also handicapped accessible.  Handicapped individuals that will be 
attending day or evening events at Deerfield School may call us at 266-3410 with any concerns re-
lating to handicapped accessibility to Deerfield School.  Thank you. 
 
NOTICE OF COMPLIANCE 

The Whitesboro Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of  sex, race, color, na-
tional origin, handicap or age in employment or in providing student access to educational pro-
grams, courses and activities.  This policy is in compliance with Title VI of  the Civil Rights Act of  
1964, Title IX of  the Education Amendments of  1972, Section 504 of  the Rehabilitation Act of  
1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of  1975.  Any alleged grievances should be reported to the 
appropriate compliance officer.  Compliance officers are as follows: 
 

Title IX Coordinator 

David Russo, Asst. Supt. for Learning and Accountability  

District Administration Building 

65 Oriskany Blvd., Suite 1 

Whitesboro, NY 13492 
 

Section 504/ADA Coordinator  

Christopher O’Neil, Director of  Guidance, Counseling and Pupil Personnel 

Whitesboro High School  

6000 State Route 291 

Marcy, NY 13403-3037 



 

 

 
 
 

THERE IS NO SCHOOL ON  
 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 14 
IN OBSERVANCE OF COLUMBUS DAY 

 

and 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25 
SUPERINTENDENT’S CONFERENCE DAY 

 
 

Fall Festivities at Deerfield 
On Thursday, October 24 we will have a fall celebration at 2PM.  We will 
have a regular school day right up until 2PM when the children begin to pre-
pare for the Fall Celebration!  We encourage all students to attend school 
for the full day.  Students may choose to either participate in the Halloween 
parade & festivities or play games in the library.  
 
Weather permitting...there will be a Halloween Parade for the students who 
choose to participate in the Halloween Parade.  Students will parade two 
times around the front circle!  The parade will begin at 2:15...parents, grand-
parents and friends are all welcome to come and see the parade! (For safety 
purposes we ask that no adults wear masks to the parade.) 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION WILL BE SENT HOME WITH YOUR CHILD. 

 
**If it is raining at 2PM, the parade is cancelled.  
Notification will be posted on Deerfield’s website.    

 
 

 



 

 

DEERFIELD SCHOOL CALENDAR 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

       

1 2 

 

 

3 4 5   DAY 1 

 
FIRST DAY OF 

SCHOOL 

6  DAY 2 7 

8 9   DAY 3 

 

OPEN HOUSE 
GR. K-2   6PM 
GR. 3-5   6:45PM 

10  DAY 4 

 

 

11  DAY 5 12  DAY 6  
 

 

 

13  DAY 1 14 

15 16  DAY 2 17  DAY 3 18 DAY 4 

 
PTA MTG  5PM 

19  DAY 5 
 

PARTY ON THE 
PLAYGROUND & 
HOT DOG ROAST 
5-6:30PM 

20  DAY 6 21 

22 23  DAY 1 24  DAY 2  
 

SCHOOL  
PICTURE DAY 

25  DAY 3 
 

SCHOOL  
PICTURE DAY 

26  DAY 4 27 DAY 5 28 

29 30  DAY 6      

R E M I N D E R:     WHEN THERE IS A SNOW 
DAY, THE  NEXT SCHOOL DAY  IS THE  SNOW 
DAY’S  ASSIGNED “DAY #”                       


